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Announcing PIRUS 2: a project to develop practical standards for recording and reporting online usage at the individual article level
PIRUS 2, supported by JISC, the United Kingdom Joint Information Systems Committee, is a co-operative project involving publishers and repositories, which will develop a set of standards, protocols and processes to enable publishers, repositories and other organizations to generate and share authoritative, trustworthy usage statistics for the individual articles and other items that they host. 
PIRUS 2 builds on the standards already established by COUNTER and on the results of the original PIRUS (Publisher and Institutional Repository Usage Statistics) project, which demonstrated that it is technically feasible to create record and consolidate usage statistics for individual articles using data from repositories and publishers, despite the diversity of organizational and technical environments in which they operate.
Until now the most granular level at which COUNTER has established standards for the reporting of usage is at the individual journal, database, or book level. A number of recent developments, however, mean that it may now be appropriate to give a higher priority to developing a COUNTER standard for the recording, reporting and consolidation of usage statistics at the individual article level.

PIRUS 2 will seek to meet the following main objectives:
· Develop a suite of free, open source programmes to support the generation and sharing of COUNTER compliant usage data and statistics that will cover individual items in publisher, aggregator, institutional and subject repositories
· Develop a prototype article level Publisher/Repository usage statistics service 

· Define a core set of standard usage statistics reports that publishers and repositories could produce for internal and external consumption
· Assess the costs for publishers and repositories of generating the required usage reports, as well as the costs of any central clearing house/houses; investigate how these costs could be allocated between stakeholders

PIRUS 2 is lead by Mimas (The University of Manchester) and Cranfield University; the other primary partners are COUNTER, Oxford University Press and CrossRef. Oxford University, Southampton University and other Institutional Repositories will also participate in PIRUS 2, together with publishers, subject repositories and related projects in the UK, EU and USA. Work on PIRUS 2 commenced in October 2009 and the final report will be published in December 2010.
For further information on PIRUS 2, please go to the project website at: http://www.cranfieldlibrary.cranfield.ac.uk/pirus2/tiki-index.php?page=pirus2 
Notes for Editors

COUNTER (http://www.projectcounter.org/ ) (Counting Online Usage of NeTworked Electronic Resources) is a multi-agency initiative whose objective is to develop a set of internationally accepted, extendible Codes of Practice that will allow the usage of online information products and services to be measured more consistently. The COUNTER Codes of Practice are widely implemented. COUNTER is actively supported by the international community of librarians, intermediaries, publishers and vendors, and by their professional organisations
Cranfield University (http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/index.jsp ) is a wholly postgraduate institution with a worldwide reputation for excellence and expertise in aerospace, automotive, defence, engineering, environment and water, health, management and manufacturing. The University is made up of the following Schools: Cranfield Health, School of Management, School of Applied Sciences, School of Engineering, and Cranfield Defence and Security at Shrivenham.
CrossRef (http://www.crossref.org/ ) is a not-for-profit membership association founded and directed by publishers. Its mission is to enable easy identification and use of trustworthy electronic content by promoting the co-operative development and application of a sustainable infrastructure. CrossRef provides referencing linking services for more than 37 million content items. 
Mimas (The University of Manchester) (http://mimas.ac.uk/) is an organisation of experts. Its role is to support the advancement of knowledge, powering world-class research and teaching. As a national data centre based at The University of Manchester, Mimas hosts a significant number of the UK’s research information assets – and builds applications to help people make the most of this rich resource. Mimas has a longstanding relationship with JISC, developing services that support teaching, learning and research, and strong connections with research councils, especially the ESRC.
Oxford Journals (http://www.oxfordjournals.org/ ), a Division of OUP, publishes over 220 journals covering a broad range of subject areas, two thirds of which are published in collaboration with learned societies and other international organizations. The collection contains some of the world’s most prestigious titles, including Nucleic Acids Research, JNCI (Journal of the National Cancer Institute), Brain, Human Reproduction, English Historical Review, and the Review of Financial Studies. 
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